Advantage 10.0 will be released on December 18th. The following changes will be taking place.

The following fields will be added and are optional:

-Adding an environmental/special feature code to accommodate 508 accessibility. If the “item has section 508 accessibility features”   Use existing PID rules. Standard Feature Code is "BE" (Section 508 compliant) use the PID segment. Use the "BE" qualifier in PID04 and PID05 for the URL which has 80 characters. Example: PID*S*12*GS*BE*www.url.508.com

-Vendors may now include a UPC (or “GTIN”) with each product and/or accessory (see www.gtin.info for more information).  Input of this field is currently optional but may be required in later versions. For the LIN and SLN segments use the qualifier "UP" and pair it with the actual UPC (which allows for 40 characters). UPC field length is a 14 digit numeric (GTIN spec).  Note: the UPC is 12 digit numeric field and must have zeros padded before the UPC number to make 14 digits. Check www.gtin.info to determine if there is an algorithm or check that ensures a GTIN is valid. 

Example: LIN**MG*12AX34*ZZ*ABC Company*PD*A-1 Widget*CH*US*PI*27-2*UP*00123456789876

The following new edit checks will be added:

-Environmental/Special Features codes submitted will be checked against SINs to ensure certain codes go with certain SINs. The table can be found on the lookup table site:

http://vsc.gsa.gov/lookup/ 

The following field is not needed at all:

Remittance data - N1 segment with the "RI" qualifier.

There are schedule mergers taking place. Please review these on the lookup table site:

http://vsc.gsa.gov/lookup/

