Schedules Input Program (SIP) software version SIP 7.4 will be available beginning Monday June 7, 2010.  Changes included are:
Change to photo submission:  The next version of GSA Advantage is planned for release later this year.  This new version will allow for the display of multiple photos for a single product.  Having multiple views of a product will help customers with their buying decision.  In preparation for this enhancement you may now submit more than one photo per product using SIP 7.4.  Please note the following photo submission criteria:

· Your photos should be well-lit, crisp and clear and show the entire product where the product takes up to 80% of the photo area.

· You may submit more than one photo per product or accessory to show different views (up to 4).  You will be required to identify which photo is the default (i.e. primary photo).

· Photos should be at least 500x500 pixels but we recommend they be at least 800x800 pixels in size for detail viewing. Note: GSA Advantage will create thumbnails of your images when smaller size is shown.

· All photos must be in either JPG or GIF format. Maximum photo file size has been increase from 70KB to 1MB.  File size may not be 0.

· Maximum photo filename size is increased from 30 to 80 characters and should contain only letters, numbers, and underscores.

· Please do not provide photos of your company logo.

Note: Although additional product photos will not appear with the product on GSA Advantage until the next release later this year, you may begin submitting these additional photos now to get a head start.
Changes to SIP Input:  Clicking on the Photo button [image: image1.png]


 will show the new instructions for photos.  Once files are validated and you click on Continue, you will see a new screen allowing for selection of multiple photos.  
Please see screen help [image: image2.png]


 for more instruction.
Changes to SIP Import: In order to accommodate multiple photos, a few changes to the SIP import templates were required.  Important: For those who use import, once you upgrade to SIP 7.4, suggest you export your catalog (File|Export).  This will create the new IPROD and IPHOTO tables for you.  Your existing photos will be moved to the DEF_PHOTO field in the IPHOTO table.  You may then add to these files and then import.  

Changes are:

IPROD table: the PHOTO field has been removed from the IPROD table.  A new IPHOTO import table is required for submission of photos.  Below is an excerpt from the new IPROD showing PHOTO field removed:

	COLUMNS
	FIELD
	TYPE
	SIZE
	REQ’D
	DESCRIPTION

	1441-1441
	ITEM TYPE
	Text
	1
	Yes
	Item type.  Must be..

	1442-1455  
	UPC
	Text
	14
	No
	Universal Product Code or GTIN. See www.gtin.info

	1456
	'~'                         
	
	
	Yes
	


IPHOTO table: a new IPHOTO import table is required for submission of photos.  Shown below is the new IPHOTO table.  Note the default photo field (DEF_PHOTO) is used if submitting only one photo.  If submitting multiple photos for a product, DEF_PHOTO will be the default (i.e. primary) photo used.
	COLUMNS
	FIELD
	TYPE
	SIZE
	REQ’D
	DESCRIPTION

	1-12
	CONT_NUM
	Text
	12
	Yes
	Contract number.  Format “GS-99F-999A” (“V999P-99999” for VA contract)

	13-52
	MFG_PART
	Text
	40
	Yes
	Manufacturer part number. 

	53-112
	DEF_PHOTO
	Text
	80
	Yes
	Filename of 1st photo.  This is the default photo that will be shown with product/accessory.  This should be the largest and best photo.

	113-172
	PHOTO2
	Text
	80
	No
	Filename of 2nd photo

	173-232
	PHOTO3
	Text
	80
	No
	Filename of 3rd photo

	233-292
	PHOTO4
	Text
	80
	No
	Filename of 4th photo

	293
	'~'                         
	
	
	Yes
	


Change to Text File submission: another change you need to be aware of is that you may no longer submit a URL as your text file.  The next version of GSA Advantage will improve indexing of text files especially those for services.  Please submit a PDF or Word document instead.  Thanks!

To upgrade to SIP 7.4, simply open SIP then close the application.  Upgrade will begin automatically when you close the software.  Please allow the software complete the upgrade.

If you have questions, please contact the VSC help desk at 877-495-4849 or send an e-mail to vendor.support@gsa.gov.

Thank you.
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