Fact Sheet - MAS Vendors No Longer Permitted to Use NSNs
Section 506, Chapter 5, Title 40 of the United States Code authorizes GSA, in conjunction with DoD, to establish and maintain a uniform federal supply catalog system to identify and classify personal property (supplies) under the control of federal agencies.  All federal agencies are required by law to use the uniform federal supply catalog system (Source:  40 USC Sec. 506).  Duties included under GSA’s and DoD’s cataloging mandate are:  item assignment, Federal Supply Class determination, item identification preparation and maintenance, item entry control, technical data validation, provisioning support/source selection, and data recordation and maintenance.  The NSN is the numbering system through which these functions are accomplished. 

National Stock Numbers (NSNs) are Government assigned and technically managed part numbers based on design and/or performance specifications associated with the contract awarded and specifications in place at the time of award.  GSA managed NSNs are supplied by GSA Global Supply only.  GSA Global Supply’s sale of items at www.GSAglobalsupply.gsa.gov and GSA Advantage! implies an expressed "warranty" to the customer that the items purchased with reference to the NSN meet all technical, packaging/marking, and safety requirements for the supply item.    

On the other hand, Multiple Award Schedule contracts are not awarded to provide "NSN" requirements.  In order to best serve our customers and maintain the integrity of the NSN products offered by Global Supply, GSA has issued a System Change Request (SCR) to stop displaying NSNs for MAS products in the NSN field on GSA Advantage!  The display of an NSN will only be allowed when the contractor is GSA Global Supply or when the supplier is Ability One. This change will go into effect In November. 
This SCR will result in the screening of current data in GSA Advantage! to remove NSN references and use in future SIP loads.  Please contact Michele Broccolino on 703-605-2821 or at michele.broccolino@gsa.gov with any questions.

